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November 20, 2020

Dear District 29 families,                                                                                    

At Wednesday evening’s Special Board Meeting, the District 29 Board of Education unanimously voted to
implement remote learning from November 30th to December 18th. These 14½  days of remote instruction will
be added to the 5 days (January 4th to January 8th) previously approved at the October Regular Board Meeting,
for a total of 19½  days of remote learning for our students.

This was not an easy decision to make. We, like you, are firmly committed to the belief that in-person learning
is best for our students both academically and emotionally. A computer screen is certainly no substitute for a
teacher’s guiding hand, nor can it adequately convey the warmth of a friend’s smile. However, rising local and
district metrics, staffing shortages, and anticipated disruptions to the in-person learning environment have
convinced us that, at this time, we are not able to provide a stable setting for our students and staff, and need to
side-step to remote learning. While we know that many of you may not agree with our decision, we must rely on
our original intention set at the start of the year, which was to deliver a high-quality education to all students,
while at the same time protecting the health and safety of everyone in our school community to the best of our
ability. That intention still remains.

Fortunately, our team of driven, dedicated teachers and support staff are well prepared for this pivot and will
continue to provide the high caliber, robust, and engaging curriculum both the Board and our families expect
from District 29. There will be no gap in services provided by our Student Services staff. Our mental health
team stands ready to assist you and your students in any way you need. The Technology Department is prepared
to handle your equipment snafus and troubleshoot emergencies. Our administrative and office staff remain
accessible and responsive. District 29 is not taking a “pause.” Rather, we are charging full steam ahead.  

We are grateful for your partnership in making these past 12 weeks of in-person learning possible. The sacrifices
that each family and staff member has made in order to prioritize our learning environment have brought us the
success we celebrate today. Please remain vigilant, and continue to report any instances of viral activity in your
family to our office staff so that we may track our district’s data. We wish all of you a safe and healthy holiday
season, and will see you in person at school on January 11, 2021. 

With gratitude,

The District 29 Board of Education
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